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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Authority to Declassify Information on U. S. Navy 

Efforts to Break Japanese Codes in World War II 

REFERENCE: Letter from Vice Admiral Rufus Taylor to 
Mr. C. D. Blair, Jr., dated 9 October 1971 


1. Vice Admiral Harlfinger telephoned General Cushman on 

22 October in an attempt to determine what senior U. S. Government 
official has authority to permit declassification and publication of 
information on U. S. Navy efforts to break Japanese codes in World 
War II. 

2. Admiral Harlfinger 5 s call was a consequence of his conver- 
sation with Vice Admiral Rufus Taylor in response to Admiral Taylor's 
9 October letter to Mr. C. D. Blair, Jr. of Miami, Florida (please 
see reference). Mr. Blair had written Admiral Taylor for information 
for a book which he proposes to write on U. S. Navy code breaking 
efforts during World War II. In his reply to Mr. Blair Admiral Taylor 
said that he did not have authority to comply with the request and 
suggested that Admiral Harlfinger and the Director of Central Intelligence 
were the authorities to make the necessary policy decision to declassify 
such previously sensitive information. 

3. Admiral Harlfinger told General Cushman that he and 
Admiral Taylor believe that perhaps the time has come to permit 
publication of some information on the wartime work against Japanese 
naval codes. Admiral Harlfinger also believes that release of such 
information would be consistent with President Nixon's desire to 
release more classified information to the public. Admiral Harlfinger 
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suggested that the information in question could be declassified and 
given to a responsible author for preparation of a book. 

Admiral Harlfinger*s call to General Cushman was to determine 
who in the U. S. Government has the authority to declassify the 
information and permit its publication. General Cushman asked 
me to pass the question to Mr. Proctor for reply to Admiral Harlfinger. 

4. I believe that the initiative in this case must rest with the 
Navy. Admiral Harlfinger should determine what the Navy wants to 
do and submit a precise proposal to the Secretary of Defense through 
USIB. The Director can then forward USIB’s views to the Secretary 
of Defense* who, as the Government^ executive agent for communi- 
cations intelligence matters, should have the ultimate approval 
authority. 
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STAT 


Ociohe.fi yih, Iff/ 


Mfi* Q Lai. a, fo. 



Dean. Pin.* Plain., 

. , 7 '“^ ,uLU - ‘juun lelien of. 6 Octoben, affl. aoklna ton. 

mfomation concept U. S. effontp to baeak <]apance code* A ttonM Way, 1 U 

. Vn.ce HdmUal Hanlfingen ukoae .Jot, include, concern ton root nation 

of Pounce, and method, of intelligence collection, ennrd in Judgement at Leapt 
°l IH- vlr 9 : j Q u "If noma ap a pounce of information. 

lac king, official approval, I will not kelp you in ami warn phape 
on form lo pursue tkU jub^cd, on on of.f. lie necord. 

VoU me “ iian ^“9 cUpcuppL > no with fjoe Rochefort and fjaapen Holme 
bat do not radicate pat they paid, Both, of them have been veer, caneful in the pet 
about unauthorised dUcloPunep no. I find it difficult to believe they have channel 
nop no molten ukat my be tkein vino, on the dbclopune poller f of the govern Jt. 

If Icy fidmcnal gnenfell and. othen, made the aevelalienp mu mention l can only 
conclude that they, have elthen violated inpinuetlenp on. the* know ebmethinn 1 don't 

■ ^ CWU ™ U Pu&cy negandlng the effecUvene*,,-, on lack of it, of oun 

OvjptoaaaJjptic ejLfovvU, pat! on rwi. 

f ^ conpeMlny tkeanyumend Ikai nextinlclloM should be 

eaoed because pack Holtmich io uniting a book and Joe flochefont hop neconded a 
maooeve non-claooified anal hUiony". Non do 1 negand McCollum up eilken a know . 
Jegeable yunce y thia molten on a qualified. Judge of ukat ohould. on ohould not 
* claooefyd. In fyt, / venrj. mu A deplone the growing tendency of Joumallot,, 
leading heanle, and gannuloup old timeaa to decide fen themeelvea ukat hitkento 
Becnel beam* can be spilled 4af.elip ' 

hd± com& ^ eade KctifiLciwrtf. I'm noi In a position 
to know But they one people in d pooilign io know and pay, pnincipal emonget whom 
y the Oyecton of Cytnal Intelligence uko ip changed by the “National Secunitu 

Act pnemmyto of W with. "protecting intelligence pouncep and method, bom an- 

aulkofilzed dLocloAu/ie". •*< ^ , 
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7<.',y xvi f/oimcA muAl have. diACttAAcd iJiin [Mini with t/ou. He. tiOA nol 
onXtf. angel officii lit/. the e.aA uuj, of n Minded. toriA, bui had oJao AulmH.leJ. tnan.uA cnipiA 
on a evenai occasion A. He ha a been lu.an.al down each lime a, flea due and. pjJJ. con- 
■iitenotiiU) even. though he. ujua C/>/iAt'de.aed t/i.e. Loa! (fiiaJi.fi.etl man Jo do ih.e. jolt. To 
the be.il of. mi/ know (alga tie (wa accept a L t.h.Me deciAioriA gnacefuidtj. and. kepi Ike 

1 uuuidf dhenefone, Augr/cAl dial tjou Aceh of.fd.ciaJ. Aonciion of a com- 
p aiding Aord and, if you god id, coiiabonade with ffoApan HoimcA on Ike. book tjou have, 
in mind . In ikal coaq 1 IhinJi t/ou wild find lhal die pea pie uJxo can heip tjou do 
die jot) nighd taidd be /tcadij. and. wilding Jo do ao. 

Sinceneitp 



dufuA U tai/don. 

Vice Almi/iadf U, S, Navy (ned.) 



/tie Dinecion. of (enlnad lnleJddg.ence 

The (hief of Saved OpenadionA 

the (ommanden , Saved Iniediigence StjAicmA 

Sup pond (ohmand 

(pnmard.cn. ! Midfn.ed fj» HoiiheA, USS; ( tied* ) 
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